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River restoration under way

Crews work on project to improve aquatic habitat, recreation
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

The city of Steamboat
Springs is starting to see the
benefits of hefty grants from
Great  Outdoors Colorado
and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement as crews work this
week to restore a stretch of
the Yampa River just west of
town.

Steamboat Springs Parks.
Open Space and Recreation-
al Services Department super-
visor Craig Robinson said
Wednesday that crews with
Nordic Excavating and Eco-
logical Resource Consultants
have embarked on a month-
long project that will install
boulder clusters and shape
channels in the river to improve
its aquatic habitat and make
it more habitable to fish and
anglers alike.

“These improvements will
benefit everybody.” Robinson
said, noting that as a second-
ary benefit the project should
improve recreational opportu-
nities on the stretch of the river
that has suffered from severe
bank erosion.

Because of a conserva-
tion easement. the city-owned
stretch of river that runs
between Snow Bowl and the
KOA Campground is not open
to commercial angling. tubing
and rafting.

But Robinson said it has
been open to all forms of pri-
vate recreation.

The city acquired the stretch
of river in 2006 when it pur-
chased the 13-acre Yampa River
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Crews with Nordic Excavating work Wednesday to restore a stretch of the Yampa
River west of Steamboat Springs. The project aims to improve instream aquatic habitat
and recreation in the river and stabilize highly eroded river banks.

West open space parcel.

In addition to the restora-
tion project, the city has plans
to add paved access and a park-
ing lot to the piece of open
space for use by anglers and
kayakers.

Grant funding also will cover
revegetation in the area.

In June. the city received a
$2.4 million grant from GOCo
to fund the river restoration
project and also to help secure a
conservation easement south of
city limits.

“We were one of the few
small communities o receive
any funding to these projects.”
Robinson said. “This is all great
for Steamboat.”

Robinson said the city hopes
to also improve river access al
Bear River Park, along Yampa
Street, and at Rich Weiss Park
by the end of fall 2013.
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Work on the Yampa also is
supported by a $150,000 grant
from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement through the America’s
Great Outdoors program.
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Walk to Slopes & Enjoy the Views!
Spacious, furnished Aspen Ridge townhome with 3 bedroom suites, open
floor plan, 2,232 square feet, great views, and 2 car garage. Ready to move in.

$625,000 « www.BSmilesHigh.com [D#134505

Nick Merzler

nick@mybrokers.com

Broker / Owner, CRS, GRI

www. SteamboatRE.com

11 970.846,8811 » orpics 970.870.NICK
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Gluten Free Baking Mixes

Organic Sweeteners - Local Honey - Maple Syrup
Bulk Culinary Spices & Herbs
Organic Seasonal Fruits & Vegetables

CHRISTMAS
BOUTIQUE
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Warehouse

SATURDAY, NOV. 17« 11:00am 1o 4:00prm

Enjoy complimentary appetizers and drinks while
getting your holiday shopping done early!

| 20% OFF ALL CHRISTMAS ITEMS

2670 COPPER RIDGE CIRCLE  BEHIND ELK RIVER FARM & FEED  WAREHOUSE PHONE NUMBER 970.870.1016




